














































Mem Fox's book Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge is used in the lesson plan's second
activity. At her own web site, the author tells the story behind this and other stories that she has
written.

'Of all my books, this is the one adults love most. (Which is not to say that children don't love it
too!) My grandfather, Wilfrid (note the spelling) Partridge, lived in an old people's home. When
I visited him I noticed and mourned the lack of children. Old people and children get along
brilliantly, yet here they were, separated from each other by the craziness of our society. So I
decided to write a book that brought children and the elderly together in the hope that teachers
would initiate similar contact.

Also on the site are articles for teachers, recipes and a full bibliography and biography.

http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/rembrandt/self/

View these self-portraits of Rembrandt to accompany the third activity of the lesson plan.
Further self-portraits can be viewed at http://www.values.ch/vangogh.htm. This site takes the
images of Van Gogh on The Gambia's postage stamps to tell his story.

Activity checklist

Activity one - family events

A large family photograph (preferably one taken many years ago), showing different generations.
It might show the teacher looking much younger!
Drawing materials.

Activity two - special memories

A copy of the book Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge by Mem Fox. (Puffin Books ISBN 0-
14-050586 - 5)
A collection of the artefacts that are written about in the story.
A basket.
A puppet.
A medal.
An egg.
A shell.
A football.
An object that is precious to you.
Writing and drawing materials.

Activity three - my face

A famous artist's self-portrait such as Rembrandt, Van Gogh, Spencer. Also sketches by
Rembrandt. These are widely available; see Rembrandt pub (Taschen ISBN 3-8228-0559-9).
Mirrors.
Drawing materials or
Magazines and collage materials.
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After the discussion, select children's words to describe their feelings. Pose the questions:
Is anyone helping the people in the queue? Who is doing the helping?

Web site links

http://www.refugeecamp.org/

Learn about the basic needs in a refugee camp, including food, shelter, water and health care.
Find out how millions of people are forced to live today

http://www.ontheline.org.uk/schools/schindex.htm

A superb resource for KS1 and KS2 pupils. The online project is 'a Millennium project that
explores and celebrates the lives of people who live along the Greenwich Meridian Line (zero
meridian). It has linked people and places in the eight countries through a broad range of
programmes and activities with individuals, schools and community groups using media, music,
arts and formal education to raise awareness.'

Useful parts of the site include:

http://www.ontheline.org.uk/explore/journey/algeria/alindex.htm

A virtual journey of Algeria, providing information on the food, sports, music and dance of the
country.

http://www.ontheline.org.uk/otlexplain/features/caid.htm

Christian Aid's project to link communities in Britain with other places around the world.

http://www.ontheline.org.uk/otlexplain/features/enfield.htm

a tale of a school link between Durants school in Enfield and Dzorwulu School in Accra, Ghana.

Activity checklist

Activity one - leaving home

The picture of refugees from In Journeys.
A suitcase or a picture of a suitcase.
Blank labels.
Marker pens.

Activity two - at home

A template of a house.
Blank labels.
'Blu-tack'.
Pens.

Activity three - being a refugee

The picture from the book
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A black or whiteboard.

Activity three - the pilgrim route to Santiago de Compostela in northern Spain.

Walking stick.
Back pack.
Ordinance Survey map.
Picture of a pilgrim.
Map of Spain.
Writing and drawing materials.

© Jean Harrison


